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We present a new measurement of the forward-backward production asymmetry (Af b ) of t and
t̄ quarks in pp̄ → tt̄ events. We perform the measurement in lepton+jets final states, with events
selected using a b-tagger based on a neural network, and tt̄ candidates fully reconstructed using a
kinematic
fitter. In 4.3 fb−1 of data collected by the D0 experiment at the Fermilab Tevatron at
√
s = 1.96 TeV, we find Af b = (8 ± 4(stat) ± 1(syst))%, integrated over acceptance.
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I.

INTRODUCTION

At leading order (LO) in quantum chromodynamics (QCD), the standard model (SM) predicts that top-pair production in pp̄ interactions is color-charge symmetric. But this symmetry is accidental, as the initial pp̄ state is
not an eigenstate of charge symmetry. At the Tevatron, the color-charge asymmetry is observable as a forwardbackward asymmetry. At next-to-leading order (NLO) in QCD, forward-backward asymmetries of five to ten percent
appear [1, 2]. The asymmetries arise mainly from interference between contributions symmetric and anti-symmetric
under the exchange t → t̄ [1], and depend strongly on the region of phase space being probed, as demonstrated
in [2, 3]. A recent calculation shows that higher order corrections to the asymmetry in tt̄ production are small [4].
The situation is less certain for tt̄ + jet production, where [5] found large corrections at order αs4 . Some extensions of
the standard model, such as Z 0 → tt̄ decays (analogous to Z → bb̄ and Z → cc̄) and warped extra dimensions, predict
higher asymmetries [6]. Some, such as axigluons, predict lower asymmetries [7].
These asymmetries are most suited to be measured at the Tevatron, where in proton-antiproton collisions they
can be directly observed in the lab frame, and contributions from gluon-gluon fusion processes, which are forwardbackward symmetric, are small. At the LHC this measurement will be harder, as the asymmetry arising from
proton-proton collisions will not be forward-backward and gluon-gluon fusion processes dominate the production.
The difference between the reconstructed rapidities of the t and t̄ quarks, ∆y ≡ yt − yt̄ , measures the asymmetry in tt̄
(+ X) production. We define forward and backward events by the sign of ∆y and then define the forward-backward
asymmetry to be
Af b =

N ∆y>0 − N ∆y<0
.
N ∆y>0 + N ∆y<0

(1)

This note describes an updated measurement of the forward-backward
asymmetry in tt̄ production in proton√
antiproton collisions. A total of 4.3 fb−1 of data were collected at s = 1.96 TeV from 2006 to 2009 using the D0
detector [8] with triggers that required an electron or muon and possibly one or more jets. The lepton+jets decay
mode of the tt̄ quark pair, where one of the two W bosons from the top or antitop quarks decays into hadronic jets
and the other decays to leptons, is particularly suitable for this measurement. The lepton+jets channel combines a
large branching fraction (≈ 34%) with high purity of signal, as a consequence of requiring an isolated electron or muon
of large transverse momentum (pT ). This channel offers accurate reconstruction of the tt̄ directions in the collision
rest frame, and the charge of the electron or muon provides an excellent tag for the t or t̄ quark.
In the previous analysis, which used 0.9 fb−1 of data, Af b was found to be 12% ± 8%(stat) ± 1%(syst) [3]. A set
of measurements, performed by the CDF Collaboration on 1.9 fb−1 of data, using two slightly different techniques,
found Apfp̄b = 17% ± 8% and Atft̄b = 24% ± 14% [9]. Neither measurement by CDF is directly comparable to the method
used in this analysis, as those measurements are corrected for reconstruction effects assuming SM production and
for selection, assuming sufficient coverage of the entire phase space. Here, as in the previous D0 measurement, these
assumptions are not made.

II.

SELECTION AND RECONSTRUCTION

We select events with one electron or muon, missing transverse energy, E
/ T , and at least four jets. Events are
required to have one isolated electron with pT > 20 GeV and pseudorapidity (relative to the center of the detector)
|η| < 1.1, or one isolated muon with pT > 20 GeV and |η| < 2.0. Events are required to have E
/ T above 20 GeV in
the electron + jets channel and 25 GeV < E
/ T < 250 GeV in the muon + jets channel. Events from the multi-jet
background are suppressed by requiring that the direction of the E
/ T is not aligned or anti-aligned with azimuthal
component of the lepton momentum. The jets are reconstructed using a cone algorithm [10] with an angular radius
R = 0.5 (in pseudo-rapidity and azimuthal angle, φ) to cluster energy deposits in the calorimeter. All jets are required
to have pT > 20 GeV and |η| < 2.5, and the leading jet to have pT > 40 GeV. To reduce the impact from multiple
interactions at high instantaneous luminosities, jets must contain at least two tracks matched to the primary vertex.
More details on lepton and jet identification, and trigger requirements are given in Ref. [11].
To enhance the fraction of signal in the selected events, we require at least one of the four jets with the highest
pT to be identified as originating from long-lived b hadrons by a neural network b-jet tagging algorithm [12]. The
variables used to identify such jets rely on the presence and characteristics of a secondary vertex and tracks with high
impact parameters inside the jet. The b-tagging requirement used is 80% efficient for signal events.
The top pair is reconstructed from the decay products using a kinematic fitter [13]. The fitter varies the kinematics
of the detected objects within their resolutions, and minimizes a χ2 statistic with the constraints that both W boson
masses are exactly 80.4 GeV and top and anti-top quark masses are exactly 172.5 GeV.
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In each event the four jets with the highest pT are considered in the fit. The b-tagging information is used to
reduce the number of jet-parton assignments considered in the kinematic fitter. Only events in which the kinematic
fit converges are used, and for each event only the solution with the lowest χ2 is retained. The kinematic fitter
converges for more than 99% of events passing selection.

III.

PREDICTING THE ASYMMETRY

In the previous D0 measurement we found Apred
= (0.8 ± 0.2 (stat) ± 1.0 (syst))% [3], using the MC@NLO
fb
simulation [14] and a parameterization of acceptance and reconstruction effects. Since then, the MC@NLO simulation
has been integrated into the D0 software framework. We generate tt̄ events with MC@NLO, pass them through a
GEANT-based simulation [15] of the D0 detector and the same reconstruction chain that is used for data. We take
the reconstructed Af b from the simulated tt̄ events using Equation 1 and find Apred
= (1+2
−1 (syst))% (see Section VI
fb
for a discussion of systematic uncertainty). The uncertainty from MC statistics for the current prediction is included
in the systematic uncertainty.

IV.

ESTIMATION OF BACKGROUND

The main background is from W +jets production. To estimate it, we define a likelihood discriminant L using
variables that are well-described in our simulation, provide separation between signal and W +jets background, and
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do not bias |∆y| for the selected signal. Discrimination is based on: the pT of the leading b-tagged jet (plb
T ); the χ
2
statistic from the kinematic fit (χ ); the invariant mass of the jets assigned to the hadronic W boson decay (Mjj );
min
and kTmin = pmin
, where Rmin is the smallest angular distance between any two jets used in the kinematic fit, and
T R
min
pT is the smaller of the corresponding jets’ transverse momenta. All four variables are presented in Figure 1.
The next largest background after W +jets is from multijet production, where a jet mimics an isolated electron or
muon. Following the procedure described in Ref. [11], the distributions in likelihood discriminant, shown in Figure 2,
and reconstructed asymmetry for this background are derived from samples of data that fail lepton identification. The
normalization of this background is estimated from the size of those samples and the large difference in efficiencies
of lepton isolation for true and false leptons [16]. The effects of additional background sources are not considered
explicitly in extracting Af b ; namely Z+jets, single top quark, and diboson production, as they were found to be
negligible in the previous measurement [3].
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FIG. 1: Distributions of the transverse momentum of the leading b-tagged jet (a), the χ2 statistic from the kinematic fit (b),
kTmin (c) and the invariant mass of the jets assigned to the hadronic W by the kinematic fitter (d). Overflows are included in
the highest bins of each distribution.

V.

EXTRACTION OF ASYMMETRY

We extract the sample composition and the asymmetry simultaneously using a maximum likelihood fit to the
distribution of events. The distribution of the likelihood discriminant and the distribution of sign (∆y) are fitted
simultaneously to the sum of four templates: a forward (∆y>0) signal template, a backward (∆y<0) signal template,
a W +jets template, and a multijet template. Both signal templates contain the same likelihood discriminant distribution, and differ only in having all events either forward or backward. The measured asymmetry is taken from the
relative fraction of events fitted to the forward and backward signal templates. The W +jets template contains the
simulated reconstructed asymmetry. The signal templates are derived from events generated with MC@NLO, and the
W +jets template from events generated with ALPGEN, with the jet showering performed by PYTHIA [17]. The
multijet template contains an asymmetry from data, corrected for the contribution of other sources (e.g. tt̄) in that
sample.
The fitted parameters are shown in Table I and distributions of the discriminant, normalized to data, are shown
in Figure 2. The plot of ∆y for the data and simulation is shown in Figure 3. The fitted asymmetry is (8 ± 4) %.
The cross section for tt̄ production found using this fit is 8.2 ± 0.4 (stat) pb, which is in agreement with the D0
lepton+jets cross section measurement of σtt̄ = 7.70+0.79
−0.70 (stat+syst+lumi) pb [11].
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TABLE I: Sample sizes and fit results. The first line lists the size of the selected data sample, Nsel , broken up into forward and
backward portions in lines two and three, and the fourth line the size of an auxilary sample, Naux used to derive the multijet
background. Lines five to seven list the fitted number of events for tt̄ signal, W +jets background, and multijet background
events in the selected sample. The last line gives the fitted asymmetry with the statistical uncertainty included. The first
column gives the results of the nominal fit. The second and third columns show the results of the same fit procedure done
separately for each lepton channel. The fourth and fifth columns show the results for events with four jets and five or more
jets. The sixth and seventh columns show the results for events with one b-tag and more than one b-tag.
Nsel
Nsel (∆y > 0)
Nsel (∆y < 0)
Naux
Ntt̄
NW
NM J
Af b (%)

Both Channels
1137
604
533
465
808 ± 37
280 ± 34
49 ± 4
8±4

e+jets
619
327
292
385
433 ± 27
135 ± 25
51 ± 4
8±6

Discriminant for ∆y < 0

µ+jets
518
277
241
80
370 ± 25
148 ± 23
0±1
7±6

4 jets
956
513
443
395
658 ± 34
256 ± 31
42 ± 4
9±5

≥ 5 jets
181
91
90
70
145 ± 14
29 ± 13
7±2
0 ± 10

1 b-tag
583
317
266
319
298 ± 29
244 ± 29
40 ± 3
14 ± 8

≥ 2 b-tag
554
287
267
146
490 ± 25
55 ± 20
9 ±2
4±5

Discriminant for ∆y > 0

FIG. 2: The normalizations from the fit to the discriminant of the signal and background templates and the data.

FIG. 3: Comparison of data and signal plus background for ∆y with fractions fit to the discriminant. The difference between
the shapes of the distributions in simulation and data is the visual representation of the difference between the prediction and
measurement of Af b .
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VI.

SYSTEMATIC UNCERTAINTIES

The systematic uncertainties on Af b and on Apred
are shown in Table II. The total uncertainty listed in the
fb
table is derived assuming no correlations between the various sources. Because the methods to predict the expected
asymmetry and to measure the asymmetry from data are different, some of the systematics used for the measurement
and the prediction are not the same.
Jet identification efficiency, jet energy scale and jet energy resolution are varied within their uncertainties. The
efficiency of jets to pass vertex requirements is varied within its uncertainty. In the nominal analysis, additional pp̄
collisions are modeled by re-weighting the MC to match the distribution of instantaneous luminosity in data. To
estimate the uncertainty on this modeling, we repeat the measurement without this re-weighting.
To understand the effect of the signal model, we perform the measurement with ALPGEN+PYTHIA instead of
MC@NLO+HERWIG. The top mass used in the signal simulation is varied by ±1 GeV. The uncertainty for the
predicted asymmetry due to the limited MC statistics of the tt̄ signal sample is taken into account.
The observed and simulated distributions of the reconstructed transverse momentum of the top pair system (ptTt̄ )
do not agree. To evaluate the possible effect on the measured asymmetry, we re-weight the signal simulation to match
ptTt̄ in background-subtracted data. We repeat the measurement of Af b using the re-weighted signal templates, instead
of the nominal signal templates and take the difference as an additional uncertainty. The distribution of ∆y after
re-weighting is used to recalculate Apred
f b , and the difference is taken as an additional uncertainty on the prediction.
The asymmetry from the W +jets is varied within the uncertainty due to limited Monte Carlo statistics. The
fraction of W cc and W bb events making up the W +jets simulation is varied by 15%. Uncertainties on the fake lepton
selection rate and true lepton selection rate used to evaluate multijet background are propagated to the multijet
background yield [16]. Efficiencies for b-, c- and light jets to be tagged are varied within their uncertainties.
The total systematic uncertainty for the measured asymmetry is ±1%. For the predicted asymmetry, the total
systematic uncertainty is +2%/−1%.
Source
Effect on Measured Af b Effect on Predicted Af b
Jet identification efficiency
±0.1
±0.3
Jet energy scale
+0.0/−0.2
+0.6/−0.0
Jet energy resolution
+0.0/−0.6
+0.3/−0.1
Vertex requirements of jets
±0.1
±0.2
±0.3
±0.3
Additional collisions
Alternative signal model
±0.1
not applicable
Top mass uncertainty
±0.0
not applicable
+0.1/−0.0
+1.0/−0.0
Top pair pT model
not applicable
±0.9
Monte Carlo statistics of tt̄ signal
W+jets heavy flavor fraction
±0.0
not applicable
W+jets asymmetry
±0.6
not applicable
Fake lepton selection rate
±0.1
not applicable
True lepton selection rate
±0.0
not applicable
+0.0/−0.1
±0.1
b-tagging efficiency for heavy flavor
b-tagging efficiency for light flavor
+0.0/−0.1
±0.0
Total
+0.8/−1.0
+1.6/−1.2
TABLE II: Absolute systematic uncertainties on the fitted and predicted asymmetries.

VII.

CONCLUSIONS

We have presented an updated measurement of the integrated forward-backward asymmetry in top-quark pair
production. We observe an asymmetry of
Af b = (8 ± 4 (stat) ± 1 (syst)) %

(2)

for top-pair events that satisfy the experimental acceptance, uncorrected for effects from reconstruction or selection.
The MC@NLO-based prediction for this measurement is Apred
= (1+2
−1 (syst))%. Further work is needed to evaluate
fb
the compatibility of data with the standard model.
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