Fall Update #2

Hello Seniors!

Congratulations to your fellow classmate, Kurt Hohenberger ’03.  He received an admission acceptance letter from Purdue University.  He is the first student out of your class to be admitted to college!!!!!!! 

Deadlines and dates to remember

1. ASAP-  If ANY of your colleges list their deadline date as “rolling”. For these schools, their programs are filling up fast and we are getting word from them, “the sooner the better”.   Examples:  Purdue, University of Iowa, Wisconsin, most state schools… 

Determine if your school has their OWN priority filing date for scholarships/financial aid.  (these are usually sooner)

2. Saturday September 27th:  SAT I &II for November 2, (offered at IMSA) go to www.collegeboard.com
3.Friday,October 4th: Early Decision/Early Action materials to the CAC office. ( Secondary School report, processing slip, and return card)


4. Tuesday, October 15th : U of I- Applications due for ALL IMSA students.  No transcript request form needed.  If you have not picked up your application, they are available in the CAC office.

To do list

College Fairs:  Plan the next few Tuesdays for the mini-college fairs.  The next college fair is Tuesday, October 1st.  This is your chance to meet the representatives and get your questions answered. In the old café from 4:00-5:30. 

Letters of Recommendation:  

Ask your teachers now if you have not already asked them.  Check with your schools to see 1) if they require them and 2) what teachers they need.  

Guidelines- pick one science or math AND one English or Social Science teacher AND
they should be a teacher who you have now or had as a junior.    Sophomore teachers should only be used if they have you now as a senior.  

It is appropriate to have one extra person write a letter for you.  Examples of this would be your mentorship supervisor, your community service supervisor, or someone else in the IMSA or your home community who knows you well and will be able to speak to you in a way that your CAC or your teachers would not be able to do.

Scholarships:  

Continue to check out the individual schools to which you are applying to see if you qualify for their own individual ones.  Pam Seward has been sending out multiple emails about scholarship opportunities- you snooze you lose.

Do the paperwork for the CAC office-  

1. Remember to check and see if the deadline date means received by vs. postmarked by on the processing slip.

2. List the deadline date that the school is requesting.  Not the deadline date you want it sent out by.  Rolling admission schools that list no deadline date, put “rolling” as the deadline date. 

3. Enclose the secondary school report of IMSA’s with the top portion filled out with your information, the return card, and the secondary school report the school provided. 

See if your school needs the CSS PROFILE…

Some of your schools will require you to complete the CSS Profile.  This is a mandatory part of your admission packet for many selective schools. Checkout the bulletin board outside our office for those schools that require it or go to www.collegeboard.com to see if the schools to which you are applying need it.  It is used by selective schools to investigate your family's financial situation more thoroughly so that they can then decide how much of their own monies you qualify for if you are admitted.    U of I and other state schools do not need it. This form is used in addition to the FAFSA. Hard copies are available in our office.  

Common Questions:

What if there is no deadline date listed?     Check to see you have not overlooked something first. If you have not, that means the school has a rolling admission- the sooner you apply the sooner they will give you an admission decision.  

How do I know if the deadline is received by or postmarked by?  The application will state that the application must be received by a certain date.  YOU must list the difference on the processing slip otherwise we too will assume that it must be postmarked by the date you give us.

Is my transcript from 9th grade listed with my IMSA transcript?  Yes, and for “SHMEN”, we make a notation that you came directly out of 8th grade.  Make sure that on your application though that you mention this.   

Are my test scores on the transcript?  NO, you must release these yourself from the testing organizations.  SAT- www.collegeboard.com,  ACT- www.act.org.  Or you can release them the old fashioned way.  Stop by and pick up the information from the testing area in the CAC.

